Scripture for Lent and Easter 2021
February 17 Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 An Army of Locusts, Rend Your Heart
2 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy hill.
Let all who live in the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming.
It is close at hand—
2
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and blackness.
Like dawn spreading across the mountains
a large and mighty army comes,
such as never was in ancient times
nor ever will be in ages to come.
12

“Even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
13
Rend your heart
and not your garments.
Return to the LORD your God,
for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity.
14
Who knows? He may turn and relent
and leave behind a blessing—
grain offerings and drink offerings
for the LORD your God.
15
Blow the trumpet in Zion,
declare a holy fast,
call a sacred assembly.
16
Gather the people,
consecrate the assembly;
bring together the elders,
gather the children,
those nursing at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room
and the bride her chamber.

17

Let the priests, who minister before the LORD,
weep between the portico and the altar.
Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD.
Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn,
a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

Matthew 11:20-30 Woe on Unrepentant Towns, The Father Revealed in the
Son
20

Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been
performed, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for
Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be
lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.[e] For if the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 24 But I
tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.”
25

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes,
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.
27

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.
28

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

February 21 Lent 1
Mark 1:40-45 Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy
40

A man with leprosy[h] came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can
make me clean.”
41

Jesus was indignant.[i] He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he
said. “Be clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
43

Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See that you don’t tell this to
anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded
for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely,
spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside
in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

February 28 Lent 2
Matthew 8:5-13 The Faith of the Centurion
5

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he
said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”
7

Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”

8

The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say
the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with
soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
10

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I
have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from
the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
13

Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his
servant was healed at that moment.

March 7 Lent 3
Matthew 9:27-34 Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute
27

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us,
Son of David!”
28

When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you
believe that I am able to do this?”
“Yes, Lord,” they replied.
29

Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you”; 30 and
their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But
they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.
32

While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was
brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute
spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”
34

But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”

March 14 Lent 4
Matthew 9:18-26 Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman
18

While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before him and said, “My
daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up
and went with him, and so did his disciples.
20

Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him
and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be
healed.”
22

Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And
the woman was healed at that moment.
23

When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people
playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at

him. 25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and
she got up. 26 News of this spread through all that region.

March 21 Lent 5
Matthew 8:18-22 The Cost of Following Jesus
18

When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the
lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever
you go.”
20

Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to
lay his head.”
21

Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

22

But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

Matthew 8:23-27 Jesus Calms the Storm
23

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came
up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”
26

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the
winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
27

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves
obey him!”

March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday
Matthew 9:1-8 Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man
9 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to
him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take
heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”

3

At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”

4

Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your
hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to
the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went
home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had
given such authority to man.

Matthew 21:1-11 Palms Reading Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent
two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a
donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says
anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
4

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

5

“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”[a]
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the
colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna[b] to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[c]
“Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!”
10
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
11

The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

April 1 Maundy Thursday
Matthew 26:1-5, 14-35 Passion Reading The Plot Against Jesus; Judas Agrees
to Betray Jesus; The Last Supper
26 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know,
the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”
3

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high
priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill
him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.”
14

Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and
asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for
him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him
over.
17

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
18

He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the
disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.
20

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they
were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
22

They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean
me, Lord?”
23

Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray
me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays
the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”
25

Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said so.”
26

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
27

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for the

forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
30

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

April 2 Good Friday
John 18:1-19:42 The Passion Narrative
Jesus Arrested
18 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.
2

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his
disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials
from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.
4

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it
you want?”
5

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus
said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
7

Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.
8

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men
go.” 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one
of those you gave me.”[a]
10

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off
his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)
11

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has
given me?”

12

Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus.
They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it
would be good if one man died for the people.

Peter’s First Denial
15

Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait
outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke
to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.
17

“You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.

He replied, “I am not.”
18

It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm.
Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

The High Priest Questions Jesus
19

Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.

20

“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the
temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask
those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”
22

When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way
you answer the high priest?” he demanded.
23

“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the
truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Peter’s Second and Third Denials
25

Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You
aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
26

One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut
off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at
that moment a rooster began to crow.

Jesus Before Pilate
28

Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By
now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the
palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and
asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”
30

“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”

31

Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what
Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.
33

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king
of the Jews?”
34

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

35

“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me.
What is it you have done?”
36

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
37

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
38

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and
said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you
one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
40

They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an
uprising.

Jesus Sentenced to Be Crucified
19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of
thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again
and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.

4

Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him
out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came
out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”
6

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge
against him.”
7

The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because
he claimed to be the Son of God.”
8

When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the
palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you
refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to
crucify you?”
11

Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from
above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
12

From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let
this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”
13

When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place
known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of
Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
15

But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.
16

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

The Crucifixion of Jesus
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the
Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two
others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

19

Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
20
THE JEWS.
Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews
protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king
of the Jews.”
22

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

23

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one
for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in
one piece from top to bottom.
24

“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,
“They divided my clothes among them
and cast lots for my garment.”[b]
So this is what the soldiers did.
25

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[c] here is your son,” 27 and to the
disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

The Death of Jesus
28

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge
in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had
received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.
31

Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because
the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the
other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break
his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow
of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He
knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things
happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be
broken,”[d] 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”[e]

The Burial of Jesus
38

Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came
and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had
visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five
pounds.[f] 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been
laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there.

April 4 Easter Sunday
Mark 16:1-8 Jesus Has Risen
16 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the
week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other,
“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”
4

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled
away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on
the right side, and they were alarmed.
6

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He
has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”
8

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing
to anyone, because they were afraid.[a]

John 20:1-18 The Empty Tomb, Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”

3

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of
linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had
been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the
linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw
and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
11

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head
and the other at the foot.
13

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have put him, and I will get him.”
16

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
17

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.’”
18

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told
them that he had said these things to her.

April 11 Easter 1
Acts 4:32-35 The Believers Share Their Possessions
32

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles
continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully

at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time
those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it
at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

Matthew 10:1-10 Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.
2

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
5

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles
or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go,
proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,[a] drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely
give.

